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each type of family law case.

Practice Areas of Expertise:
®  Prenuptial Agreements
e Divorce
e  Child Support

Spousal Support

Child Custody

Community Property Partitions

Lindsay Meador Young, Director
(337)735-1760

3861 Ambassador Caffery Pkwy, Suite 300
Lafayette, Louisiana 70503

YOUR TRUSTED CORPORATE DEFENSE AND LITIGATION FIRM

GallowayLawFirm.com
Results May Vary LA-25-18975

LAFAYETTE BAR

ASSOCIATION & FOUNDATION

OUR MISSION is to serve the profession, its members and the community
by promoting professional excellence, respect for the rule of law and fellowship
among attorneys and the court.

THE PROMULGATOR is the official magazine of the Lafayette Bar

Association, and is published six times per year. The opinions expressed herein do
not necessarily reflect the views of the Editorial Committee.

ON THE COVER

In this 2026 February issue, we cover a
recap of Red Mass and Court Opening. The
cover photo captures the memory of our
local state and federal judges in attendance
alongside Bishop Douglas Deshotel,
Deacon George Jourdan, and Father Pius
Pietrzyk, Homilist.

THE PROMULGATOR

UPCOMING EVENTS

MARDI GRAS

LBA Office Open for Members
February 17

ARTICLES

President's Message.......renerrnnernnns 4

Executive Director's Message............... 5 FREE LUNCH AND LEARN
Foundation Chair Update ..., .6 CLE ON EXPUNGEMENTS
Family Law Section Update......ccomrne. 6 Lafayette Bar Office
Young Lawyers Section Update............. 7

February 26

YLS CLE AND SOCIAL

FEATURES Lo Fond

March 12

Recently Departed.......eeevcisenssssesen. 9

Red Mass and Court Opening............ 10-1 FLS CLE, 1HOUR

It's All in the Family: Joe Piccione........12-13 LOfC’y‘a;‘ii"&Off"ce
LaWYers iN LOVE . 16-17 Judge Blanchet Presenting

MOCK TRIAL

Federal Courthouse
March 14

stay connected

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/lafayettebar

BIRDIE WITH THE BAR
GOLF TOURNAMENT

The Wetlands
April 17

See us on Instagram
@lba_lafayettebar

Follow us on Twitter

@Lafayette_bar To register for events,

visit lafayettebar.org or
‘\ Visit us online call (337) 237-4700.

'
. www.lafayettebar.org

ASSOCIATION BOARD
Trey Hightower, President
Andrew Quackenbos, President-Elect
Stuart Breaux, Imm. Past President
Dean Cole, Foundation Chair
Jennifer Ardoin

Lesley Beam

Roya Boustany

Tamiko Chatman

Reed Ellis

J. P. Graf

Kenny Hebert

Logan Istre

Jonathan Jarrett

Jason Matt

Rickey Miniex

Jared Nelson

Cameron Pontiff

Jamie Rhymes

Steven Ramos

Maggie Simar

Jonathan Woods

FOUNDATION BOARD

Dean Cole, Foundation Chair
Kenny Oliver, Vice-Chair

Kyle Gideon, Secretary/Treasurer
Greg Tonore, Imm. Past Chair
Blake David

Glenn Edwards

George D. “Dave” Ernest
Thomas R. Hightower, Jr.
Thomas “Trey” R. Hightower, III
Jonathan Jarrett

Miles Matt

Stuart Breaux

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Clare Roubion, Editor
Brenda Piccione

[LAFAYETTE BAR STAFF
Jan Swift

Executive Director

Marilyn Lopez
Director of Pro Bono Services

Bailey Moyer
Events Coordinator

Angeline Mathews

Marketing Intern




PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Fellow Members of the Lafayette
Bar Association:

| hope you all are enjoying a great
start to the new year! | am happy
to report that the Bar Association
finished the year with yet
another highly successful CLE

By the Hour Program. This year's
program featured 81 speakers,

72 presentations, 8 ethics hours,
and 10 professionalism hours.
The program has become one of
our primary sources of income,
and thanks to our volunteers and
staff, has exceeded budgeted
revenue each year. The additional
funds allow us to continue to
grow the scope of the services
that we offer our members and
the community at large. Thanks
also to Jen Ardoin and Judge
Roya Boustany for spearheading
this year’'s program, and to our
wonderful staff for putting in the
long hours to make it a success!

We celebrated the Red Mass and
Court Opening on January 9.
Both the Mass and the opening
ceremony were well attended

by judges and attorneys alike.
We welcomed over 30 new
admittees to the Bar and
celebrated the lives of 12 recently
deceased members of our Bar
with beautiful eulogies from
family, friends, and colleagues.
Thank you to all who attended
these special ceremonies
marking the start of a new year!
Special thanks to Broussard,
David & Moroux for continuing

to sponsor the gumbo at the
reception following the Red
Mass. Thank you also to Davidson
Meaux, Gordon Arata, The Law
Offices of Kenneth Dejean,
Liskow Lewis, Mahtook & LaFleur,
and Kean Miller, who generously
sponsored the reception
following the Court Opening.

This spring will once again
feature several events for

our members, including the
annual Birdie With The Bar Golf
Tournament, which is hosted by
our Young Lawyers Section and
raises funds for the Lafayette
Bar Foundation and pro bono

Trey Hightower

programs. We will also continue
hosting the Bench-Bar Quarterly
Lunches. Be on the lookout for
invitations to sign up for these
wonderful opportunities to lunch
and learn with the local judiciary.

We will be marketing and
planning for the annual Bench-
Bar Conference that will be
taking place from August 20-22
this summer. Please be on the
lookout for details regarding the
conference and make plans to
join us for fun, fellowship, and
CLE!

| look forward to seeing you at
these events this spring. In the
meantime, best wishes to you
all for a safe and fun Mardi Gras

season!
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Theresa de Béche, RN, MN, LNC

Legal Nurse Consultant
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“When Your Business Hangs on Every Word.”
lingua-translation.com | Lafayette LA
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

Our annual Red Mass and Court Opening Ceremony
occurred Friday, January 9, 2026, right in time for
inspiration for this message. Celebrating Mass in
the beautiful Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist is
always a truly life-changing event. Surrounded by
beautiful architecture, red vestments, colleagues
gathering to commence a new calendar year, and,
most importantly, a deep faith in the power of God,
it is an opportunity to start afresh, renewed and

fortified in spirit.

The Red Mass is offered to invoke the Holy Spirit as
the source of the gifts of wisdom, understanding,
counsel, and fortitude, for the dispensing of justice
in the courtroom and in the lawyer’s office. |
witnessed beauty and majesty and thank all who

participated and sponsored the day's events.

The Court Opening celebrated our newly admitted
attorneys and also provided an opportunity to
eulogize all those who passed away in the past year.
I'd like to thank the 15" JDC leadership, especially
Chief Judge Susan Theall, and the staff at the

MEDIATION CENTER

, snacks, and more!

Lafayette Parish

Courthouse for

lending their

hand and space

to make the event

memorable. B g |
May all of us Jan Swift
remember who we

are and why we became attorneys as we embark
upon this new calendar year! As we do so, let's also

congratulate the newly admitted attorneys who join

us in our practice of law.

In closing, mark your calendars for Mardi Gras on
February 17, as our office will be open, offering

food, beverages, and parking for members who
register. Safety will be ensured with on-site security.
We'll also offer passes for on-site parking for other
parade events. You can register online at our Events
page or email me at jan@lafayettebar.org for more

information.

STARTING AT
$100 PER ROOM
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l On behalf of the Lafayette
Bar Foundation, | would like
to welcome all of the newly admitted attorneys to
the practice and encourage all of you to contact
us about the many opportunities to serve the less
fortunate in our community, which so desperately
needs legal counsel. Whether providing direct
representation on cases provided through Acadiana
Legal Service Corporation or our Elder Wills
Program, or participating in our advice-only events
such as Counsel on Call, your pro bono work will
be immensely rewarding and greatly appreciated.
New member volunteers can reach out to any
member of the Foundation Executive Committee,
myself, or our pro bono director, Marilyn Lopez, for
more information. Of course, membership in the
Foundation is free.

| also want to direct everyone’s attention to the free
Expungement Lunch and Learn CLE, which we

ACCESS TO JUSTICE

A report of the Lafayette Bar Foundation,
provided by Foundation Chair Dean Cole

LAFAYETTE BAR
FOUNDATION

will be providing on February 26, 2026. It will be at
the Lafayette Bar office from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
and lunch will be provided. Judge Douglas Saloom
and attorney Lauren Kirichkow with the Justice

and Accountability Center of Louisiana will provide
instruction on how to complete the Lafayette City
Court expungement forms and all the relevant
information needed to provide this critical service to
our neighbors who can't afford it. | encourage every
member of the Bar to consider participating in this
program.

Finally, | would like to thank everyone who
participated in our event with Catholic Charities.
By donating these bags during the holiday season,
we allowed many of the transient and homeless in
our area to store their belongings and important
documents. Your generosity is always greatly
appreciated.

Happy Mardi Gras to all!

~ FAMILY LAW SECTION

AN UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT
LOGAN ISTRE

This year has started off strong, and our section
intends to continue the momentum that we

are currently riding. With our three-hour CLE
opportunity on January 23, 2026, and several
upcoming CLE opportunities, including
presentations from distinguished colleagues such
as the Honorable David A. Blanchet, Brad Felder,
and Dr. David Landry, we are on track to offer

our members, as well as other practitioners, the
opportunity to advance their legal knowledge across
a range of topics.

We are excited about social opportunities for the
section this year as well, with our first being after
our January 23,2026, CLE marathon, and hopefully
a few more to follow, including our section crawfish
boil, which has been set for May 9, 2026. Last year's
crawfish boil was a family-fun affair, and we are
hoping to keep that tradition going.

To those members of the Bar Association who take

on family law matters, or hope to take on family law
matters, our section would welcome you to attend
any one of our meetings and CLE opportunities. If
you have taken on these types of cases, or if you are
interested in doing so, you either know or will learn
that this area of the law can be very contentious and
full of emotions. Getting to know fellow practitioners
in the area outside of the courtroom very much
helps in forming good working relationships, as well
as friendships with your colleagues. Through our CLE
opportunities, it also helps you stay up to date on
many family law topics, which is very important in
the ever-changing field of family law.

To our section members, | welcome your input

on ways that the section can better serve its
members. | encourage you to email me at logan@
southernoakslaw.com if you would like to bounce
around ideas or have suggestions on topics, events,
or other offerings that the section may be able to
provide to its members.

YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION

AN UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT
J.P. GRAF

As the new year begins, the Lafayette Bar Association
marked the opening of the judicial term with two
programs that reflect the tradition, purpose, and
sense of community that define our Bar: the Red
Mass and the Fifteenth Judicial District Court
Opening Ceremony.

The Red Mass, held at the Cathedral of St. John the
Evangelist, continues a tradition that dates back
centuries. Offered at the start of the judicial year, it
invokes wisdom, understanding, and counsel for all
who serve in the administration of justice—judges,
lawyers, and public servants alike. It was especially
meaningful to see members of the bench and Bar
gathered together in that space, reflecting not only
on the law we practice but on the values that guide
it. We are grateful to the Diocese of Lafayette, the
clergy, and all who helped make this year's Red Mass
a reverent and thoughtful beginning to the term.

Later that day, the legal community reconvened

at the Lafayette Parish Courthouse for the Court
Opening Ceremony of the Fifteenth Judicial

District Court. This ceremony remains one of the
most important moments of the Bar year, formally
opening the courts while reaffirming our shared
commitment to professionalism, service, and respect
for the rule of law.

Newly admitted attorneys attending the
Fifteenth Judicial District Court Opening Ceremony

| was honored to participate in welcoming and
introducing the newly admitted attorneys, and |
extend a special thank-you to Chief Judge Susan

Theall for administering the Lawyer’s Oath. Hearing
that oath serves as a powerful reminder that
admission to the Bar is not only an achievement
but a solemn commitment—to respect the courts,
to practice with honesty and integrity, and to treat
colleagues and opposing counsel with civility.

We are sincerely grateful to all of our local judges

for their presence and leadership at Court Opening.
Your engagement with the Bar, and particularly with
our newest members, helps set the tone for the year
and reinforces the standards to which we all aspire.

This year’'s Court Opening also included a meaningful
Recognition of the Recently Deceased, honoring
members of our legal community who have passed.
Sincere thanks to each of the individuals who offered
remembrances. Those tributes were a powerful
reminder that our profession is shaped not only by
the work we do but by the people who do it—and by
the example they leave behind.

Thank you as well to the sponsors who supported the
Court Opening reception—Kean Miller; Gordon Arata;
Liskow; Mahtook & LaFleur; and the Law Offices of
Kenneth W. Dejean—for making fellowship after the
ceremony possible. A special thank you to Broussard,
David & Moroux for providing lunch and giving
members of the bench and Bar an opportunity to
gather, reconnect, and welcome
the new year together.

Looking ahead, we are entering
one of Lafayette’s best seasons.
With Mardi Gras around the
corner, the Young Lawyers
Section looks forward to hosting
a social for members of the
entire Bar in the coming months,
with details to follow. Building
collegiality across practice areas,
generations, and courtrooms
remains a priority for the YLS.

On behalf of the Young Lawyers
Section, thank you to everyone
who attended, participated in,
and supported these programs.
We look forward to a productive year ahead and to
continuing our work in support of the courts, our
community, and one another.
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FORMER SOCIAL SECURITY JUDGE FOUR LARGE

PETER J. LEMOINE INDIVIDUAL OFFICES

Social Security Disability Law )
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(337) 534-4049 emily@tatelaw-firm.com

Mark C. Andrus Judge John M. Duhé, Jr. Lyle O. Fogleman, Jr. Barry J. Heinen
Sep. 15, 1955 — Nov. 25, 2024 April 7 1933 — May 16, 2025 August 5, 1955 - June 5, 2025 Feb. 14, 1950 - Jul. 26, 2025

Kelly E. Heinen Randall S. Iles Patrick A. Juneau, Jr. Joseph L. Lemoine, Jr.
Apr. 2,1970 - Oct. 13, 2025 Jul. 18, 1964 - Aug. 30, 2025 Dec. 13,1937 — Dec. 31, 2024 Nov. 6, 1947 - May 12, 2025

John G. Poteet, Jr. Thomas K. Regan Glynn Rozas Jeffery F. Speer
Jan. 30, 1941 — Mar. 7, 2025 July 9, 1949 - May 12, 2025 Aug. 24, 1930 - May 10, 2025 May 24, 1962 - Dec. 30, 2024

It is a tradition at Court Opening each year to remember our colleagues who recently
passed away and to celebrate their lives and contributions to the legal community.
May we never forget them.
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RED MASS anb
COURT OPENING

JANUARY 9, 2026

Red Mass and
Court Opening
were celebrated
on January
9,2026. The
Cathedral of

St. John the
Evangelist was
overflowing and
a majestic sight.

Father Pius
Pietrzyk,

O.P., vicar for
administration
for the
Dominican
Province of St.
Joseph, USA, delivered an inspirational homily at
the Red Mass, reminding us that God'’s truth and
access to justice are inseparable realities. A priest of
the Order of Preachers (the “Dominicans”), Father
Pius earned a doctoral degree in canon law (JCD)
from the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas
(Rome). Early in his career, Father Pius worked for
three years in the corporate and securities practice
of Sidley Austin LLP in Chicago. He obtained his law
degree (ID) from the University of Chicago.

Sasha Massey, Cantor

=i

He was nominated to serve on the Board of
Directors of the Legal Services Corporation by
President Barack Obama on June 25, 2010, and
his nomination was confirmed by the U.S. Senate
on September 29, 2010. He currently serves as vice
chairman of the LSC Board.

Jared Nelson, LSBA President Ed Walters,
Trey Hightower and J. P. Graf at
court opening

Dean Cole and Trey Hightower,
gift bearers

Father Pius P/etryzyk O.P,

. Homilist of Red Mass
A huge crowd enjoyed the gumbo luncheon

following Mass, sponsored by Broussard, David &
Moroux. The
day was capped
off with our
annual Court
Opening, where
we welcomed
newly admitted
attorneys to the
15t JDC and
remembered
recently
deceased
attorneys who
had practiced
in our region.
Thanks to our
sponsors who
made this day
possible!

Bishop Deshotel leading
procession out of church

—

Newly admitted attorneys at Court Opening 2026

Shanks lo- our

Sporacns LISKOW | bk, Biotseeo
?,,: ‘_);:3 MOROUX
. | "aKeanMiller —

ay pa
MAHTOOK
KEANETH Gordon Arata L AFTEUR

Judges at Red Mass

1
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It's All in the Family:
Remembering
Joseph J. Piccione

In 1916, Joseph J. Piccione was born to Italian
immigrants in Lafayette. His parents’ families were
farmers, or more particularly “peasants,” in Sicily
during a time of political instability and worker
unrest. They came to America as teenagers to
escape the poverty and violence that had engulfed
their rural communities southwest of Palermo.
Joe's mother’s family immigrated through New
Orleans in the 1890s and settled in Jeanerette,
where the family cultivated a pear orchard and
other crops. Joe's father and uncles also came
through New Orleans around the same time.
They eventually opened a small grocery store in
downtown Lafayette.

Joe's mother and father remained poor and
never became fluent in English, but with their
ten children, they were an active and vibrant
family in Lafayette. Six of the ten served in the
military, four in World War Il and two in Korea
and Vietnam. Joe graduated from Lafayette High
School and Southwestern Louisiana Institute
(now UL Lafayette), earning his degree in 1938. He
then went on to Tulane Law School,
working two jobs to support himself
and pay for school. Nevertheless,

—Iiilf\_:-L- |

and was editor in chief of the Tulane Law Review,
a member of the Order of the Coif, and moot court
champion.

"It broke his heart to see those people like that — and

'

to know that man could do that to man.'

After graduating in 1940, Joe practiced law in
Lafayette briefly before joining the U.S. Army. He
served in the European Theater in World War Il in
the 65™ and 9t Divisions, Third Army, under General
George Patton. He recounted the time when he

led his men across the border into Germany and
came upon a recently abandoned farmhouse.

First Lt. Piccione brought his tired, cold, and very
hungry platoon into the house, where they found

a ham hanging in the fireplace, ready for a feast.
He also participated in the capture of enemy forces
and the liberation of the Dachau concentration
camps in Germany. There, he guarded the camp
while medics took care of the prisoners who were
discovered there. “Skin and bones,” he told us. He
said it broke his heart to see those people like that,
“and to know that man could do that to man.”

Later, as a captain, Joe was
appointed to the Judge
Advocate General Corps to serve
in postwar Germany. He first
defended American soldiers
accused of crimes committed on
base, an experience that ignited
a lifelong calling to represent the
accused. After a short while, he
became a military prosecutor.
The Dachau Military Tribunal
handled the prosecution of war
criminals captured in the U.S.
military zones of Allied-occupied
Germany, and the prosecution of
military personnel and civilians
who committed war crimes
against the American military
and American citizens. War
crime trials were held at Dachau
Concentration Camp by military
tribunals authorized by the
Judge Advocate General of the
U.S. Third Army.

At one point during

his military career,

Joe was sent to Fort
Benning in Columbus,
Georgia. While sending
a telegram to his
parents in Lafayette,
he happened to fall
instantly and madly in
love with the telegraph
operator, Wilma Lee
Kirkland, whom he
married the following
year upon returning

to America after his
discharge from the
Army.

Joe and Wilma settled
in Lafayette, and Joe
returned to his general
practice in the bustling
downtown area,
representing people
and businesses from
all over Acadiana. Joe's younger
brother Peter returned home
from the war and entered law
school, following in his brother’s
footsteps. The two practiced as
partners for many years in the
1950s and '60s. Soon, the next
generation of Piccione lawyers
joined the Bar when nephews
Peter Jr. and Michael started
practicing in Lafayette. In 1987,
Joe's son and daughter-in-law,
Kirk and Brenda (this author),
returned home to Lafayette for
Kirk to practice with his father.
Kirk hired his sister Nita to be
their paralegal, and Brenda later
became a partner, establishing
themselves as a true family
business. Together they
represented civil, criminal, and
business clients for many years.

Joe practiced law in Lafayette for
60 years. He was president of the

Written by:

Brenda Piccione, Partner
Piccione & Piccione
brenda@piccionelaw.com

Lafayette Parish Bar Association
and active throughout the legal
community. He had a passion
for the law, enjoying research,
crafting arguments, and
discussing with gusto novel legal
theories until the very end of his
career. He was a family man and
artist, a gardener and carpenter,
a great dad and a good friend,
yet he spoke Latin and collected
law books. He learned from

and admired the older lawyers
whom he met in court, and he
relished his role as a mentor

to others. He would have been
proud to see his legacy continue
when his nephew John became
the third generation of Piccione
lawyers to join the Lafayette Bar.

Are you part of a family of
lawyers? The Lafayette legal
community is made up of many
first-generation trailblazers, but |
know quite a few who were born
with a Civil Code in their hands!
Let us know your story, and we'll
highlight it here in the next
edition of All in the Family.

13



Linda Perez Clark, Managing Partner LA-26-19960

Rediscover
Service.

At Kean Miller, client partnerships are built on collaboration,

Rethink.
Refine.
Rediscover.

mutual respect, and a deep understanding of your business
goals. From navigating legal complexities to seizing new
opportunities, we’re with you every step of the way.

Our commitment is to more than legal excellence; it’s a
people-first commitment to client service, exceeding your
expectations, and providing outcomes that allow you to
compete at the highest level.

Rediscover a law firm with a passion for service.

LOUISIANA LAFAYETTE BATON ROUGE
LAKE CHARLES NEW ORLEANS SHREVEPORT

| I(eanlIIer TEXAS - HOUSTON - THE WOODLANDS

KeanMiller.com

WHAT
HAPPENED?

Complex questions
answered

From code compliance to injury
causation, you can count on us
to uncover the facts.

RIMKUS

Consultants. Experts. Innovators.™

rimkus.com
+1 800 580 3228

THE GRAPEVINE

Kean Miller is pleased to announce that Chelsea Gomez Caswell,
Forrest E. Guedry, Katilyn M. Hollowell, Lauren Guichard
Hoskin, Brian J. Lindsey, and Georgia N. Ainsworth have been
elected to the partnership effective January 1, 2026.

After over 100 years serving the Acadiana and Northern Louisiana
parishes, Voorhies & Labbe has wound down its practice and
wanted to thank the Acadiana and North Louisiana areas for their
support and trust over the years. Attorneys Lamont Domingue,
Robert Francez, Cyd Page, Robert Ellender, and Beau LeBlanc
have moved to the Allen & Gooch firm. Domingue, Francez,
Ellender and LeBlanc will be in its Lafayette office with Cyd Page
of Counsel from Monroe. Attorney Hoai Hoang has joined the law
firm of Galloway, Johnson, Tompkins, Burr & Smith in its Lafayette
office. They all welcome your continued support and trust of their
new firms.

Do you have a new member at your firm, a new edition to your family, or just any
life updates that you'd like to share? Submit it for The Grapevine and you'll be
featured in our next Promulgator!

Email your submission to marketing@lafayettebar.org.

A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Clare Roubion, Louisiana Legal Ethics

A new year always arrives
with a familiar mix of clean
calendars, fresh yellow pads,
and cautious optimism. In the
legal profession, January also
brings renewed deadlines,
renewed clients, and renewed
commitments to doing this
work well—and doing it with
integrity.

We're pleased to begin the
year with this first issue of

The Promulgator, and with it,
another opportunity to reflect
the strength, character, and
personality of our local bar. This
journal exists because of your
work: the long hours, the quiet
professionalism, the courtroom
victories no one sees, the client
calls that run late, and the

steady mentorship that keeps
our community strong.

In this issue, you'll find updates
from bar leadership, features
on lawyers making a difference
beyond their practices, and
stories that remind us that our
profession is not just a body of
rules, but a group of people—
thoughtful, principled, and
occasionally very funny.

As always, thank you to our
contributors, advertisers, and
volunteers who make this
publication possible, and to
our readers who continue to
support it. If you have ideas,
submissions, or stories worth
telling this year, my door (and
inbox) are always open.

Here's to a year of good
judgment, steady nerves,
clear writing, and just enough
wins to make the hard days
worthwhile.

Warm regards,

Clare Roubion
Clareroubion@legalethics.com
337-258-0101
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Lawyers in Love:

THREE STORIES FROM OUR BAR

Law practice is demanding. So is marriage.
Combine the two, and you have a partnership
that requires patience, perspective, and more
than a little humor.

For our February issue, we spoke with three
couples from our Bar who have managed to
build lasting marriages alongside full legal
careers. Their stories span decades, practice
areas, and personalities—but they share a
common thread: respect for each other’s work
and a steady understanding of what it takes to
make both law and marriage endure.

Jan and John Swift: A Second Meeting That
Changed Everything

Jan and John Swift first met as college students
in the 1970s, when Jan came over to John's
apartment with one of his friends. Nothing much
came of it at the time.

Years later, law school and life had intervened.
Jan was clerking for Judge Ronnie Cox. John's
father, retired Third
Circuit Court of
Appeal Judge Bill
Swift, was sitting as
an ad hoc judge in
Lafayette Parish on
a murder case and
had met Jan.

John remembers
his father stopping
him in the hallway
and saying, “You
need to meet this
girl.” When John
replied that he
already had, his
father insisted, “You

need to give it a try.”
That was 1983. This time, it stuck.

Their careers unfolded on parallel but separate
tracks. John became a litigator. Jan worked

in government and real estate and served as
attorney chair on medical malpractice panels.
They rarely practiced in the same areas, and Jan
believes that helped.

“We never really did the same thing,” she
explained. “John was always a litigator, and | did
different things.”

They did, however,
bring work home.

“Oh yes,” Jan said,
laughing. “Seven
days a week. He's
always got stuff at
home.”

John shared one
moment that
perfectly captured
their rhythm.
When COVID began and offices shifted to remote
work, he announced at home that he would be
working there too.

Jan had other plans.

“She said, ‘No, you're not. | need the computer.
You go to your office.”

Decades later, when Jan looks back, what
stands out is not a single milestone but the
accumulation of ordinary loyalty.

“You just survive, you look back, and you're like,
wow, where did the time go?” she said. “John’s
always been there for me.”

Their advice to younger lawyers is simple and
hard-earned.

“Prioritize each other,” Jan said. “It's easy to fly
through your days—-careers, kids, volunteer
work—and lose track of what matters.”

John added, “Enjoy your family. It goes by fast.”

Brenda and Kirk Piccione: From Junior High to
Law Partners

Brenda and Kirk Piccione do not even remember
exactly how they met.

It was junior high. Cathedral-Carmel. Lafayette.

“We honestly have no idea how we met,” Brenda
said. “We were just... there”

They remained
friends for years.
Then, in 1987,
Brenda needed a
date for a Mardi
Gras ball—and she
knew Kirk owned a
tuxedo.

“I asked him to
come with me,”
she said. “That
was our first date,
and we've been
together ever
since.”

This year marks forty years of marriage.

Law was always
part of the plan
for both of them.
Brenda spent two
decades clerking
on the appellate
court before
joining Kirk in
private practice in
2013.

“Now we've been
partners since
2013, she said.
“And it's great.”

Working together
suits them.

“We just kind of
hang out in each other’s offices,” Brenda said.
“Sometimes we carpool.”

Being married to another lawyer helps when
work is heavy.

“Knowing what each other is doing, and the
struggles that come with it,” she said, “makes a
difference.”

Her favorite part of their story is simple.

“We still look at each other like we're eighteen
and nineteen.”

She also laughed about how people react when
they learn they are both lawyers.

“They always laugh,” she said. “Like, ‘What do y'all
do, go home and argue all the time?"”

They do talk about work.
“All the time,” Brenda said.

But the arguing, thankfully, is mostly left for
court.

Kevin and Reed Ellis: A Law School Love Story

Kevin Ellis met Reed Ellis in law school, when he
was her tutor for civil procedure at LSU.

Their first real
interaction was at a
gathering for tutors
and first-year
students before the
semester began.
They officially
started dating the
following semester,
around the time of
Barristers’ Bowl.

Early on, Reed

told Kevin she was not looking for a relationship
during law school.

He accepted that.
About a week later, she changed her mind.
“She came back and said, ‘Actually... let's do this.”

Law school made dating easier in some ways and
harder in others.

They understood each other’s stress immediately.
Combining study
styles, however,
was less successful.

“We tried to
combine outlines,”
Kevin said. “It
worked great for
me. She was less
thrilled.”

Now in practice
on opposite sides
of the Bar, Kevin
says their shared
background still
anchors their
marriage.

“There are nights

when one of us

disappears because of a deadline or a hearing,”
he said. “The other picks up the slack. It's just
understood it'll balance out.”

They also serve as sounding boards for each
other.

“We practice on opposite sides, so we give each
other different perspectives,” he said.

Kevin confirmed that people warned him about
marrying another lawyer.

“Absolutely,” he said. “And | absolutely ignored
them.”

They have never faced each other in court.
And, for now, that is just fine.

One Profession. Three Marriages. Countless
Briefs.

None of these couples claim to have a secret
formula. They simply understand the pressures of
the profession—and the importance of showing
up anyway.

In a field defined by deadlines and demands,
their stories are a reminder that partnership is
built not on perfection but on patience, humor,
and the steady decision to choose each other
again and again.
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LAFAYETTE BAR ASSOCTATION

HOLIDAY PARTY

DECEMBER 4, 2025 AT ARTMOSPHERE

December 4 was a fun night of festivities and the opportunity to hear a few attorneys share their musical
talents! Thanks to our generous sponsors, Lafayette Bone & Joint Clinic and Dr. Brett Venable, for making
our event a success.

If you couldn't make it, you missed the opportunity to hear Brandon Letulier, Ani Boudreaux, and Joey
Dupuis dazzle the crowd! We thank them for their generous spirits.

THANHS T0 OUR SPONSOKS

4,

LAFAYETTE

BONE & JOINT CLINIC

Dr.Brett Venable

CHIROPRACTOR. ADVOCATE. EXPERT.

FREE EXPUNGEMENT
LUNCH-AND-LFARN CLE

LAFAYETTE BéR
l O N

FOUNDAT

CLE Speakers:
Judge Douglas Saloom with Lafayette City Court and Attorney
Lauren Kirichkow with Justice and Accountability Center of
Louisiana

Date: February 26, 2026

Place: Lafayette Bar office

Time: 1:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. - Judge Saloom

12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. - Attorney Kirichkow

The CLE will cover expungements with a focus on how to complete the
Lafayette City Court expungement forms, what charges can be expunged, time
limits, In Forma Pauperis (IFP) litigation, the reinstatement of driver’s licenses,
and TWIC card denials for individuals reintegrating into our communities after
incarceration.

Lunch will be provided by

Email Marilyn@lafayettebar.org or register Acadiana Legal Service
online at Corporation

_ : ALSC
https://laba.memberclicks.net/expungement#/ rcionton

More Information:

I.I.I.I. I.I.I.I.I.Iﬁl.l.l.l.l.l.l.l
IIIIIIIIIIIIII-IIIIIIIIIIIII E RN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEDRN

SIWE HE DATE!
APRIL 17, 2026

2026 BIRDIE WITH THE BAR

18TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
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GET TO KNOW THE JD IOLTA

- INTEREST ONEAWYERS" TRUS T
ACCOUNTS - CHECKING
ACCOUNTFROM JD BANK

In the course of regular business, Lawyers may need to hold funds
for retainers, settlement proceeds, court-awarded damages, among
other reasons. Using an IOLTA account — Interest on Lawyers' Trust
Accounts — ensures any interest earned is remitted to state
bar associations or bar foundations, which are donated to
support legal aid programs and other public service initiatives.

d)BANK

CHECKING ACCOUNT

MONTHLY FEE NO

MINIMUM BALANCE NO

EARNS INTEREST Earns interest, paid to Louisiana Bar Foundation

WIRE FEES No fee domestic and international wires

& Qualifiers: Registered with the Louisiana Bar Foundation.
. dintain a JD Bank commercial checking account for your firm.

BMK E(lUAL HOUSING

LOUISTANA'S COMMUNITY BANK™ FDIC

300 VEROT SCHOOL RD. 13600 JOHNSTON ST. | 800-783-5139 | LAFAYETTE | JDBANK.COM
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PERRY # DAMPF

DISPUTE SOLUTIONS

Latayette Panel

Bob David Pride Doran Jim Gibson Dicky Haik

Mike Hill Richard Hymel Tommy Juneau Robert Kallam Jim Lochridge

Robbie Mahtook Frank Neuner Steve Rabalais Randy Theunissen

Perry Dampf Lafayette

1301 Camellia Blvd, Suite 400 W [&M m é/
Lafayette, LA 70508

337-905-3128 PerryDampf.com
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An Update from the Lafayette Bar Foundation
PRO BONO HONOR ROLL

The following attorneys have volunteered with the Lafayette Bar Foundation
in the past two months through various pro bono programs.

Joshua Barnhill Valerie Guidry Brenda Piccione
Spencer Chism Florencia Ibanez Jordan Precht
Tyler Frederick David Kaufman Dyan Schnaars

Ryan Goudelocke Gregory Landry Marie Vaccarella

Did You Know?

Rule 6.1 CLE Development

Louisiana attorneys are CLE credits are available by Taking pro bono cases proyides
encouraged to fulfill their providing pro bono legal eIl development & trial
; ) . . - experience. It can also show
professional obligations services. You can obtain 1 a different side of yourself to
established by Rule 6.1 of the hour of CLE per 5 hours of potential employers and clients.
Rules of Professional Conduct, pro bono representation The Lafayette Bar Foundation
which set an aspirational up to a maximum of hasl VO'T‘”}}eerg_’Ppo?U”'t'es for
any level o articlipation, rangin
goal of 50 hours of pro bono 3 hours CLE for each frgm one hgur a V\F,Deek to fu”gdvﬁ

services per year. calendar year. cases.

Pro bono attorneys are generally elevated to the top of You can use the Lafayette Bar Association meeting
the docket at hearings. rooms to meet with your pro bono client.

Support and guidance are offered to novice volunteer
attorneys. Acadiana Legal Service Corporation (ALSC)
will co-counsel on cases when needed.

You can receive awards based on the number
of cases and hours you volunteer.

All cases are covered by the Professional Liability Insurance You are providing a valuable service to the
of either ALSC or the Lafayette Bar Foundation. community and helping someone less fortunate.

For more information, contact:
Marilyn Lopez. Director of Pro Bono Services
337-237-4700 ext 102 marilyn@lafayettebar.org

§ CHAD M.
GARLAND

s CPA, LLC

SI

Forensic accounting includes two crucial areas:
Investigation Services and Litigation Services. A
much more concentrated investigation methodology
is required in order to detect falsified records and
other financial wrongdoing. Forensic accountants
must bring to bear a unique blend of education and
expertise. They employ accounting, auditing and
investigative skills to determine truth, form expert
opinions, and assist with investigations.

As your forensic accountant, Chad M. Garland

can help resolve disputes before they reach the
courtroom. However, in cases where the dispute does
go to court, as your forensic accountant, he can be
called upon by attorneys and their clients to provide
“expert witness” testimony in any given case.

Engaging the right “expert” is crucial. Gathering
facts, reaching accurate conclusions and presenting
findings in a way comprehensible to the jury is key.
Chad is that expert and he’s a phone call away.

3 ] 8 220.4416

900 PIERREMONT RD, STE 120
SHREVEPORT, LA 71106 CHADGARLANDCPA.COM
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MILLIONS in fees earned by
our referral counsel annually.

e Often monthly.

Need tried and trusted co-counsel?

Nationally renowned in personal injury law, the attorneys of BRO SSARD

Broussard, David & Moroux are proven trial lawyers who work

hand in hand with referral co-counsel. If you're considering
counsel for major injury and death cases invelving trucking, v ID

maritime, offshore, aviation, industrial, railroad, or product

liability incidents - call us today. MO ROU X

Past results are no guarantee of future results.
No recovery, no costs, no expense, free consultation.

Call (337)233-2323 Lafayette ® New Orleans ® Northshore

www.BDM.Law




