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THE PROMULGATOR is the official magazine of the Lafayette Bar Association, 
and is published six times per year. The opinions expressed herein do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Editorial Committee.
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Thank you to our chairs, Reed Ellis and Ani 
Boudreaux, for tirelessly working on this 
event, reaching out to the high schools in the 
region to solicit teams to participate, recruit-
ing volunteer attorneys, and, overall, making 
sure this event was a success. 

The 16th Annual Birdie with the Bar Golf 
Tournament is scheduled for Friday, March 8 
at the Wetlands Golf Course. If you are inter-
ested in helping to ensure the success of this 
event with a sponsorship or a team, please 
contact me at pam@lafayettebar.org or 237-
4700, ext. 105. You can register on our web-
site, lafayettebar.org. The Golf Tournament is 
the largest fundraiser for the pro bono pro-
grams of the Lafayette Bar Foundation. 

The LBA staff remains committed to serving 
our members and the underserved in our 
community. If you are interested in taking a 
pro bono case, providing a CLE or Seminar, 
have an idea for a program not currently 
being offered by the LBA, want to take ad-
vantage of Westlaw in the Law Library, need 
space for a mediation, or just want to drop 
me a line, please feel free to reach out to me, 
pam@lafayettebar.org.

Until next time, take care and stay well.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

Pam Landaiche

The great chill of 2024!

What a way to begin the new year – with 
below freezing temps! I don’t know about 
you, but I am not equipped for the cold. I 
will have to remember this feeling in Au-
gust when we are experiencing blistering 
heat. 

Our first event of the year, Red Mass, was 
a nice event. The mass was beautiful and 
despite the rainy weather, we had a great 
turnout. We were pleased to welcome guest 
homilist, Fr. John Paul Kimes, Associate 
Professor of the Practice at Notre Dame 
Law School. Fr. Kimes gave an inspiring 
and insightful homily. We are grateful to all 
who helped plan and/or participated in Red 
Mass including Fr. Kimes, Bishop Douglas 
Deshotel, Fr. Josh Guillory, and the Bishop’s 
office staff as well as Fr. Chester Arceneaux 
and Danielle Huval from the Cathedral of St. 
John. Thank you also to Richard Broussard, 
Blake David, and Jerome Moroux of Brous-
sard, David & Moroux for sponsoring the 
gumbo luncheon that followed mass.

And speaking of Thank You… I would like 
to express my gratitude to all who attended 
CLE by the Hour at the LBA in December. 
We had fantastic participation for the sec-
ond year in a row throughout the 8.5 days 
of the program. If you were here, you know 
that seating was at capacity most days, de-
mand for coffee was high, and the presenta-
tions were relevant and thought-provoking. 
Thank you to chair Jonathan Jarrett for 
your assistance in securing speakers. And 
thank you to the outstanding speakers 
without whom none of this would be possi-
ble!

The annual High School Mock Trial tour-
nament took place on Saturday, Feb. 24. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Lindsay Meador Young

roux for generously hosting the reception 
and providing the delicious gumbo.

This year is off to an incredible start as we 
again had record attendance at CLE by the 
Hour.  We appreciate your support as this 
allows us to continue the wealth of socials, 
CLEs, and other events throughout the year. 
Also, a big thank you to the amazing 

Dear Fellow Mem-
bers of the Lafay-
ette Bar Associa-
tion:

First, thank you 
to all who attend-
ed the Red Mass. 
It was beautiful, as 
always. A special 
thank you to Brous-
sard, David, & Mo-

LBA staff and chair of the CLE by the Hour, Jon-
athan Jarrett.

Thank you to all of our members and their fam-
ilies who joined us on Mardi Gras Day to cele-
brate along the parade route. I had a great day 
spent with all of you!

Finally, please try and join us for one of the 
2024 Bench Bar  Quarterly Lunches and the 
Birdie with the Bar Golf Tournament on March 
8, 2024 which helps to fund many of the La-
fayette Bar Foundation’s pro bono programs. 
And as always, a continued reminder that the 
2024 Bench Bar Conference will be held at The 
Grand Hotel Golf Resort and Spa in Point Clear, 
Alabama. Dates will be sent soon and we hope 
each of you will attend.

Lindsay Meador Young
President, LBA; 2023-2024
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YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION
AN UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT 
JAMI ISHEE
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  “Power at its best is love imple-
menting the demands of justice, and 
justice at its best is power correcting 
everything that stands against love.” 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 Our role as an attorney is a powerful 
thing. It is important to remember that 
with this power comes great responsi-
bility-to our clients, our opponents, our 
peers, our community, and most im-
portantly, to the law itself. Thank you 
to those who volunteered their time at 
the annual Mock Trial Competition on 
February 24, 2024 at the Federal Court-
house! This was an incredible event 
where high school students from local 
area schools and southwest Louisiana 
schools gathered and competed for an 
opportunity to participate in the 2024 
Richard N. Ware, IV State High School 
Mock Trial Competition in Baton Rouge 
on March 23, 2024. The trial presenta-
tions put on by these students were 
nothing short of impressive and inspir-
ing. They are true advocates who I am 
sure will be trailblazers in their future 
legal careers. Thank you to our Young 
Lawyers Section Mock Trial Chair, Reed 
Ellis, and Co-Chair, Ani Boudreaux, who 
worked hard to plan a very successful 
competition this year.

 I hope to see all of the LBA attor-
neys out on the greens with their cli-
ents and friends for some more friendly 

competition at our Annual Birdie with 
the Bar Annual Golf Tournament that 
will take place on March 8, 2024 at the 
Wetlands. Mark your calendars! Before 
then, I hope everyone had a very safe 
and extra happy Mardi Gras season! 
Until next time!

 

FREE
HELP
PROBLEM GAMBLING

1-877-770-STOP
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 I hope each of you are having a happy 
and prosperous new year. Here at the Bar 
Foundation as many of you know we had a 
fire in the kitchen which caused extensive 
damage. I’m happy report we’re approxi-
mately 95% complete with the restoration. 
Thank you to Pam Landaiche,  Miles Matt,  
and the  bar staff for their patience and 
hard work on getting our building back to 
back up to speed. With the exception of 
a few appliances we are nearly finished 
with the restoration. I’m also happy to re-
port that we started construction on the 
outdoor patio. As many of you know this 
has been an eyesore for many years. After 
looking at different possibilities, ultimate-
ly we decided on expanding and restoring 
our current patio to make it more function-
al and usable in the future. I think after the 
remodel all will be pleased with the up-
grade outside. We are also looking at other 
upgrades to the building including the pos-
sibility of replacing 
the windows in the 
conference room so 
that we can reduce 
the outside noise 
during meetings and 
CLE’s.

 As I mentioned 
in my column last 
month a new initia-
tive called  “Adopt 
a Month of Service 
with the Lafayette 
Bar Foundation for 
2024” has started. 

ACCESS TO JUSTICE
A report of the Lafayette Bar Founda-
tion, provided by Foundation Chair 
Gregory Tonore

Dear Membership, 

As we step into the new year, our hearts are 
filled with hope and joy, and we hope yours 
is too!

During the holiday season, our Family Law 
Section embarked on a heart-warming in-
itiative, collecting toys and spreading the 
festive spirit by donating them to The Extra 
Mile for Christmas presents for children in 
need. It was a small gesture that brought im-
mense joy and warmth to those who needed 
it the most.

Reflecting on the past year, we're grateful for 
the wonderful moments we shared together. 
From our large meeting in August to the No-
vember gathering and the festive Christmas 
get-together, our members truly embraced 
the holiday spirit. It's moments like these 
that make our section feel like a family.

As we eagerly journey through the new year, 
our optimism is soaring. We were excited to 
host a large meeting in January, offering 3 
hours of CLE credit! The CLEs were well at-
tended setting the bar high for attendance in 
2024. Additionally, there are two more CLE 
offerings in the pipeline, with the cherry on 
top being our much-anticipated crawfish 
boil scheduled for the first Saturday in May.

Our presenters have included and will con-
tinue to include hearing officers in both the 
15th and 16th JDCs, judges from the family 
law divisions of the 15th JDC, the 15th JDC 
commissioner, as well as juvenile juris-
diction, general jurisdiction, and appellate 
court judges. We are proud to bring in a di-

verse array of experts, including law profes-
sors, mental health professionals, CPAs, and 
other specialists in other areas that inter-
twine with family law.

At the heart of our section is a deep respect 
for our past, paying homage to the late Paula 
K. Woodruff, the namesake of our section. 
She was one of the initial proponents be-
hind the section's creation and a major 
champion of justice in the family law arena. 
Our mission remains steadfast—to provide a 
forum for discussion and exchange of ideas 
and concerns leading to the improvement of 
the practice and substance of family law; aid 
practitioners in the development of skills 
and resources for the practice of family law; 
promote the continuing education of the 
family law attorney; foster a mutually co-
operative relationship with courts handling 
family law matters; and foster a high stand-
ard of ethical conduct, civility and profes-
sionalism by all attorneys who participate 
in the family court system.  

As we look to the future, we aspire to live up 
to these ideals and continue benefiting the 
practice of family law. We approach our 26th 
year as a Family Law Section, and we raise a 
toast to many more years of creating incred-
ible memories together.

I eagerly anticipate seeing you all in the near 
future. If you're interested in joining our sec-
tion, please reach out to me or our LBA staff  
liaison, Katie Blanchet.

This program is open to all firms and prac-
titioners. We thank all who have volun-
teered their time already. Please consider 
participating in this program to help pro-
vide legal services to  the less advantaged 
in our community. If you'd like to learn 
more, check out page 13 for an update from 
the Lafayette Bar Foundation. 

 As part of my duties as the chair of 
the Bar Foundation, I am a member of the 
executive committee of the Lafayette Par-
ish Bar Association. I attend  all meetings 
of the Bar Association. I’m impressed with 
the energy and drive  that the volunteer 
board members of the Association exhibit 
at each and every meeting I attend. Please 
note your Bar Association is in good hands 
with the leadership we currently have in 
place as well as the board members new 
and old who volunteer their time and ef-
forts to make the legal community a better 
place for the public and Bar Association 
members.

 Thank you  for your continued sup-
port and participation  in the Lafayette Bar 
Foundation programs.
 

FAMILY LAW SECTION
AN UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT 
CLAIRE EDWARDS
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May a lawyer handle a matter in which the lawyer’s oppo-
nent is represented by the lawyer’s good friend? The lawyer’s 
neighbor? Girlfriend or boyfriend? 

The ABA Standing Committee on Ethics and Profession-
al Responsibility has issued Formal Opinion 494 to assist 
lawyers in evaluating whether a personal relationship with 
opposing counsel creates a conflict of  interest under Model 
Rule 1.7(a)(2). See ABA Formal Op. No. 494 (July 29, 2020). 
The opinion identifies and analyzes three categories of  
potential relationships between opposing counsel that raise 
concerns under Rule 1.7(a)(2)–intimate relationships, friend-
ships, and acquaintances. 

Intimate Relationships
A significant risk of  a conflict exists when a lawyer is married 
to, engaged to be married to, or in an exclusive intimate re-
lationship with opposing counsel. Under such circumstances, 
neither lawyer in the relationship may represent a client in 
the matter unless the affected clients give informed consent 
and the lawyers reasonably believe that they will be able 
to provide competent and diligent representation to their 
clients. As to non-exclusive intimate relationships, a lawyer 
need not inform a client if  the lawyer reasonably believes 
that the lawyer’s representation will not be limited by the 
relationship. But, of  course, the best practice would be to 
obtain the client’s informed consent. 

Friendships 
Friendships between opposing counsel remain a gray area. 
The disclosure and informed consent rules depend on the 
closeness of  the friendship. A lawyer should disclose if  the 
lawyer has a close friendship with opposing counsel, and 
when appropriate, obtain the client’s informed consent. Op-
posing counsel who “exchange gifts at holidays and special 
occasions, regularly socialize together, regularly communi-
cate and coordinate activities because their children 
are close friends and routinely spend time at each other’s 

homes, vacation together with their families, share a 
mentor-protégé relationship developed while colleagues 
. . . [or] share confidences and intimate details of  their 
lives” may be considered close friends. See ABA Formal 
Op. 488 at 4. 

As to more distant friendships, a lawyer should inform 
the lawyer’s client about the friendship, but ordinarily 
the lawyer need not obtain informed consent. Such 
friendships might include former co-workers or those 
who occasionally share a meal with the lawyer. 
Finally, as to friendships remote in time or place, a 
disclosure may not even be required. For example, ad-
versaries who were law school classmates but don’t stay 
in close contact will typically not be required to obtain 
informed consent and may not be required even to dis-
close the relationship. 

Acquaintances 
A lawyer need not inform the lawyer’s client or obtain 
informed consent if  opposing counsel is simply an 
acquaintance. “Acquaintances” do not make any par-
ticular effort to seek each other’s company. Examples of  
such relationships might include belonging to the same 
gym or professional organization, living in the same 
neighborhood, frequenting the same business or restau-
rant, seeing each other when socializing with mutual 
friends, and representing co-parties in litigation. 

Conclusion
The ABA’s opinion is helpful, particularly at the outer 
ends of  the relationship spectrum. But in the “friend 
zone” in between, lawyers still must evaluate their 
personal relationships with opposing counsel, consider 
whether such relationships may impair their profession-
al judgment, and disclose and obtain client consents 
when appropriate.

Guidance on Conflicts Arising Out of 
Personal Relationship with Opposing Counsel

By Clare Roubion
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The 2024 Red Mass was held on Friday, January 5th, at Noon at the Cathedral of  St. John the Evangelist in Down-
town Lafayette. We were honored to have Fr. John Paul Kimes, Associate Professor of  the Practice at Notre Dame Law 

School, join us as the homilist for this special occasion.

The custom of  solemn Mass invoking the Holy Spirit at the beginning of  the judicial year originated in the 13th centu-
ry. The Red Mass is offered to invoke the Holy Spirit as the source of  the gifts of  wisdom, understanding, counsel, and 
fortitude, for the dispensing of  justice in the courtroom and in the lawyer’s office. Since the judicial year is no longer so 
clearly defined, the Red Mass is offered in some places as part of  the observance of  Law Day, while in other areas it is 

still offered at the beginning of  the fall.

Following Mass there was a gumbo luncheon at the Cathedral Hall generously sponsored by 
Broussard, David & Moroux Law Firm.



20


