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Request/Subpoena 
for ALJ Hearing

• Copies of  all police reports
• Any supplemental Reports
• Crash or Accident Reports
• All Witness Statements
• All Standardized Field Sobriety Tests
• All Intoxilyzer 5000/9000 

Certificates for All Officers
• Certification for the machine itself  

and the person who calibrates it
• Any videos or DVDs (Body Cam, 

Dash Cam, Intox Room)
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• DWI Detection and SFST- March 2015
• ARIDE- May 2015
• DRE Overview- February 2016
• SFST Instructor Course- September 2016

• All Four Courses Completed in Atlanta.

SFST TRAINING 
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§98. Operating a vehicle while intoxicated
A.(1) The crime of operating a vehicle 

while intoxicated is the operating of any 
motor vehicle, aircraft, watercraft, vessel, or 
other means of conveyance when any of the 
following conditions exist….

Driving While Intoxicated
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DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED
(a) The operator is under the influence of 

alcoholic beverages.
(b) The operator's blood alcohol 

concentration is 0.08 percent or more by 
weight based on grams of alcohol per one 
hundred cubic centimeters of blood.

8-17



Session 8 - Concepts and Principles of the Standardized Field Sobriety Tests (SFST)

DWI Detection and Standardized Field Sobriety Testing



Session 8 - Concepts and Principles of the Standardized Field Sobriety Tests (SFST)

DWI Detection and Standardized Field Sobriety Testing 8-19



Session 8 - Concepts and Principles of the Standardized Field Sobriety Tests (SFST)

DWI Detection and Standardized Field Sobriety Testing

LA R.S. 32:414

8-20

A.(1)(a) The department shall suspend the license of any 
person for a period of twelve months upon receiving, from any 
district, city, or municipal court, of this state or of any other 
state, having traffic jurisdiction, or from any federal court or 
magistrate having traffic jurisdiction, satisfactory evidence of 
the conviction or of the entry of a plea of guilty or nolo 
contendere and sentence thereupon or of the forfeiture of 
bail of any such person charged with the first offense for 
vehicular negligent injuring, R.S. 14:39.1, or for operating a 
motor vehicle while under the influence of beverages of high 
alcoholic content, of low alcoholic content, of narcotic drugs, 
or of central nervous system stimulants, regardless of whether 
or not the person was sentenced pursuant to Code of Criminal 
Procedure Article 893 or 894.
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Session 8  
Concepts and Principles 
of the Standardized 
Field Sobriety Tests 
(SFST)

3 Hours 20 Minutes
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NHTSA research began in 1975 in California 
with three final reports being published:

• California:  1977 (lab study only)
• California:  1981 (lab/field study)
• Maryland, Washington, DC, Virginia, North 

Carolina:  1983 (field study only)

Overview:
Development and Validation
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• HGN by itself was 77% accurate
• Walk and Turn was 68% accurate
• One Leg Stand was 65% accurate

Original SCRI Test Data Results
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•  Standardized Administrative Procedures

•  Standardized Clues

•  Standardized Criteria

Standardized Elements
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SFST
Field Validation Studies
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• 95% correct arrest decision based on 
three test battery (HGN, WAT, OLS) 

• Validated SFSTs at 0.08 BAC and above

Florida Field Validation 
Study of SFST
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Involuntary jerking of the eyes, 
occurring as the eyes gaze to the side

Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus

8-18
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• Vestibular

• Neural

• Pathological Disorders and Diseases

Categories of Nystagmus
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• Rotational

• Post Rotational

• Caloric

•Positional Alcohol Nystagmus

Vestibular Nystagmus
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• Positional Alcohol Nystagmus

Vestibular Nystagmus
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• Optokinetic

Neural Nystagmus
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• Optokinetic

• Physiological

• Gaze

Neural Nystagmus
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• Horizontal

• Vertical

• Resting

Gaze Nystagmus
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• Involuntary jerking of the eyes, occurring 
as the eyes gaze to the side

• Observation of the eyes for Horizontal 
Gaze Nystagmus provides the first and 
most accurate test in the SFST Battery

• It’s presence may indicate use of certain 
other drugs

Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus
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• Involuntary jerking of the eyes (up and 
down)

• Occurs when the eyes gaze upward at 
maximum elevation

• Associated with high doses of alcohol and 
certain other drugs

• Drugs that cause VGN may cause HGN

Vertical  Gaze Nystagmus
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• Jerking of the eyes as they look straight 
ahead

• Presence usually indicates a pathological 
disorder or high doses of a Dissociative 
Anesthetic drug such as PCP

• If detected, take OFFICER SAFETY 
precautions

Resting Nystagmus
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Pathological Nystagmus - Caused by the 
presence of specific pathological disorder, 
which include brain tumors, other brain 
damage, or some diseases of the inner ear. 

Pathological Disorders and 
Diseases
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• Brain tumors and other brain damage

• Some inner ear diseases

• Rare in the driving population
 

Pathological Disorder Nystagmus

8-48



Session 8 - Concepts and Principles of the Standardized Field Sobriety Tests (SFST)

DWI Detection and Standardized Field Sobriety Testing

• Equal pupil size
• Resting nystagmus
• Equal tracking

Medical Impairment
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Even though the possibility of alcohol 
and/or drug impairment exists, be aware of 
medical conditions having symptoms in 
common with alcohol influence.

Medical Impairment
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• Check eyes for:
• Equal pupil size
• Resting nystagmus
• Equal tracking 

• If eyes do not track together, or pupils are 
noticeably unequal in size, medical disorders 
or injuries may be present

HGN Medical Impairment 
Assessment Procedures
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• Lack of smooth pursuit

• Distinct and sustained Nystagmus at 
maximum deviation

• Onset of Nystagmus prior to 45 degrees
    

HGN Testing: Three Clues
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• Check for eyeglasses
• Verbal instructions
• Position stimulus (12-15 inches and slightly above 

eye level) 
• Check for equal pupil size and resting nystagmus
• Check for equal tracking
• Lack of smooth pursuit
• Distinct and sustained nystagmus at maximum 

deviation
• Onset of nystagmus prior to 45 degrees
• Total the clues 
• Check for vertical nystagmus

Administrative Procedures
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Look for three clues of nystagmus in each 
eye: 

• Lack of smooth pursuit 
• Distinct and sustained Nystagmus at 

maximum deviation
• Onset of Nystagmus prior to 45 degrees

Test Interpretation 
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• Lack of smooth pursuit

• Distinct and sustained nystagmus at 

maximum deviation

• Onset of nystagmus prior to 45 degrees

Three Clues of Horizontal Gaze 
Nystagmus
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Lack of smooth pursuit

Clue Number 1
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Mechanics of Clue Number 1

• Move object steadily at a speed that 
takes approximately 2 seconds to bring 
the eye from center to side

• Make at least two complete passes in 
front of the eyes
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Clue Number 2
Distinct and Sustained Nystagmus

at Maximum Deviation
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Clue Number 3
Onset of Nystagmus Prior to 45 Degrees
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Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus
Test Criterion

4 or more clues indicates 
BAC above 0.08 (88% accurate)
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Vertical Gaze Nystagmus
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Walk and Turn
Divided Attention Test 

Mental Task and Physical Task

Instructions stage
Walking stage

8-84
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Administrative Procedures
Instructions Stage

•Verbal instructions:
• Assume heel-to-toe stance
• Arms down at sides
• Don’t start until told

8-87
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Administrative Procedures 
Walking Stage

• Nine heel-to-toe steps, turn, nine heel-
to-toe steps

• Turn procedures:
• Turn around on line
• Several small steps

8-88
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Walk and Turn Test Clues

• Cannot keep balance while listening to 
instructions 

• Starts too soon
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Walk and Turn Test Clues

• Stops while walking

• Does not touch heel-to-toe
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Walk and Turn Test Clues

• Steps off line

• Uses arms to balance

• Improper turn

• Incorrect number of steps
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Walk and Turn Test Clues 
Summary

SFSTs are a tool to assist you in seeing 
visible signs of impairment and are not a 
pass/fail test
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Walk and Turn Test Criterion
2 or more clues indicates BAC 

at or above 0.08   (79% accurate)
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One Leg Stand
Divided Attention Test

 Mental Task and Physical Task

•  Instructions stage 
•  Balance and counting stage
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Administrative Procedures

Instructions stage:
• Stand straight, feet together

• Keep arms at sides

• Maintain position until told otherwise
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Administrative Procedures
Balance and counting stage:

• Raise either leg
• Keep raised foot approximately six inches 

(15 cm) off ground, parallel to the ground
• Keep both legs straight and arms at your 

side
• Keep eyes on raised foot
• Count out loud in the following manner: 

“one thousand one, one thousand two, one 
thousand three and so on”, until told to 
stop

8-99



Session 8 - Concepts and Principles of the Standardized Field Sobriety Tests (SFST)

DWI Detection and Standardized Field Sobriety Testing

One Leg Stand Test Clues

• Sways while balancing

• Uses arms to balance

• Hopping

• Puts foot down
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One Leg Stand Test Criterion
2 or more clues indicates BAC 

at or above 0.08   (83% accurate)
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Taking Field Notes on the SFSTs
IV Pre-Arrest 
Screening Left    Right

Walk and Turn

Instructions Stage
• Cannot keep balance
• Starts too soon

First Nine Steps                     Second Nine StepsWalking Stage
• Stops walking
• Misses heel-toe
• Steps off line
• Raises arms
• Actual steps taken

Improper Turn (Describe)
Cannot do Test (Explain)
Other:

8-104

Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus
•  Lack of smooth pursuit
•  Dist. and sust. nystagmus at maximum deviation
•  Nystagmus onset prior to 45 degrees
•  Vertical Gaze Nystagmus                    Y   or   N  (circle one)
•  Other _________________________________

• Equal Tracking
• Equal Pupils
• Resting Nyst.

Yes          No
Yes          No
Yes          No
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Medical Assessment

• Equal Tracking

• Equal Pupils

• Resting Nyst.

Yes          No

Yes          No

Yes          No
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Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus
•  Lack of smooth pursuit
•  Dist. & sust. nystagmus at maximum deviation
•  Nystagmus onset prior to 45 degrees
•  Vertical Gaze Nystagmus(circle one)                  Y  or  N 
Other _________________________________

Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus

Left   Right
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Walk and Turn

Instructions Stage
• Cannot keep balance
• Starts too soon

First Nine Steps                     Second Nine StepsWalking Stage
• Stops walking
• Misses heel-toe
• Steps off line
• Raises arms
• Actual steps taken

Improper Turn (Describe)
Cannot do Test (Explain)
Other:

Walk and Turn
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Considerations for the
Walk and Turn Test

8-108

• Straight line
• Dry, hard, level, non-slippery 

surface
• Room for nine heel-to-toe steps
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One Leg Stand Field Notes
One Leg Stand:

Sways while balancing
Uses arms to balance
Hopping
Puts foot down

L     R

R

L

L 

R

Type of Footwear: ________________
Other: __________________________
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DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED
(c) The operator is under the influence of

any controlled dangerous substance listed in
Schedule I, II, III, IV, or V as set forth in R.S.
40:964
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QUESTIONS?
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Alfred F. Boustany, III
Boustany Law Firm

421 W. Vermilion Street
Lafayette, LA 70501

337-261-0225
afb3@boustanylawfirm.com
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